
Depew Union Free School District

2014

Wall of Fame

Award Presentation
October 16, 2014 

Depew Wildcats Alumni Association



2014 Wall of Fame 

This year’s recipients of the 2014 Wall of Fame award are all individuals who 

have contributed greatly to the well being of our society by sharing their  

talents, leadership skills and hard work. Their achievements fall broadly into 

the categories of scholarship, leadership, community service and character. 

With this honor we celebrate their lives, accomplishments and the choices, 

albeit sometimes the sacrifices, they have made along their career and  

personal life path. 

The honorees are organized by their Award Category: 

Athletics
Scholar
Decade

Community Service
The Arts



Anthony Gorski
Class of 1983
The fields, diamonds and rinks were where Anthony could be found during his high school years. As a 
four-year athlete in football, baseball and hockey, he earned his share of awards and accolades. As a senior 
varsity football team co-captain, he was the starting fullback, inside linebacker as well as place kicker. He 
was selected as honorable mention to the Buffalo News All WNY team, the ECIC Division 5th team All State 
and Buffalo News First Team Division V All Star for linebacker. He finished his varsity club hockey season with 
the most points scored on the team. In varsity baseball he was the starting catcher and selected to ECIC 
Division II All Star team. He started his sporting career as a modified player in middle school playing football, 
basketball, baseball and club hockey. He earned an associate’s degree from Niagara County Community 
College in 1985 and went on to receive a bachelor of professional studies degree in architecture in 1991. 
He started his career at Cannon Design generating floor plans and site drawings. He was hired at Kideney 
Architects in 1988 and currently serves as one of four principals of the firm. He has worked on many 
prominent buildings in the area including Buffalo Public School #84 Dr. Lydia T. Wright School of Excellence, 
Niagara Mohawk Electric building and Shea’s Performing Arts Center. He is a former Depew planning board 
member and a current Lancaster planning board member. He founded and currently co-chairs the James M. 
Greco memorial golf tournament, honoring Greco, a 1983 Wildcat graduate and Depew police officer who 
passed away, raising over $70,000 for local not-for-profit organizations. 

Louis Cacciotti
Class of 1961
Lou’s high school years were consumed by sports. He played football, basketball, volleyball, track and 
baseball during the four years he was at Depew High School. He even managed to fit in a co-op, part-time 
job at Colonial Bread. He worked in the morning so he could play sports in the afternoons and evenings. 
He gives credit to Coach Constantino, who encouraged him as a junior to go out for the position of 
quarterback. During Lou’s junior year, the football team experienced its first undefeated season and he 
was named a Buffalo News and Courier Express High School All Star. Coach Constantino’s vision of Lou’s 
potential came true when he earned the varsity quarterback position during his senior year. After high 
school, he worked as a baker’s helper for six years at Colonial Bread. In 1964 he took a job as a laborer 
with the Town of Lancaster Highway Department. Throughout his working career, he remained involved 
with recreational baseball and basketball leagues. In 1972 he took a part-time security job at Lancaster 
Speedway; he remained with them for 33 years. He is most proud of his 50-year service anniversary with 
the Highway Department. Having worked his way up the career ladder at the highway department to his 
current position as Deputy Highway Superintendent, he now assists the Highway Superintendent with 
nearly every operational and planning facet involved with the effective and efficient management of the 
highway department. Outside of work, he has been active with the Apex Gun Club and Office of Emergency 
Management. As he nears retirement, he credits the traits he learned through athletics for his long, 
successful career. 
 

Athletics

Leonard T. Oleksy
Class of 1961
It was on the football field that Len’s talent was evident to anyone who attended a football game during 
the four years he was in high school. His physical size was an asset and as a freshman he was placed on the 
varsity team as a fullback. He played four years on the varsity team, the only athlete to do so during Coach 
Frank Constantino’s long and storied career. Len was a member of the 1959 undefeated team. He played 
both offense and defense, sometimes never coming off the field during games. He held numerous records 
at Depew for many years. One that still stands to this day: he ran 202 yards in seven carries and scored 
three touchdowns. In both his junior and senior year, he was named a Division II All Star. In his senior year, 
he was named to the High School All American team, an honor that only 11 players across the country 
earned. He also played basketball and was on the track team, where he broke records in shot put and 
discus. He was scouted by some college football teams but circumstances kept him close to home with a job 
at General Motors. He worked there for 40 years, retiring in 2003. He and his wife, Barb, have two children, 
Sandi and Lenny, and two granddaughters, Jennifer and Mykenzie.



U.S. Navy Capt. Tammy P. Tideswell
Class of 1981
After graduating with a Regents diploma from Depew High School, Capt. Tammy P. Tideswell earned a 
bachelor’s degree in economics and political science in 1985; and a juris doctorate degree in 1988 from 
Valparaiso University. She earned in 2003 a master’s of law degree in environmental law (with highest 
honors) from George Washington University School of Law. She currently serves as the Judge Advocate 
General’s Special Assistant for Strategic Planning in Washington, D.C. Before that she was a Senior JAG Corps 
Detailer for Navy Personnel Command in Millington, TN where she directed the placement of 830 attorneys 
to fill legal positions at worldwide Navy facilities, advised the Judge Advocate General on all personnel 
matters and managed an annual budget of $3.2 million and the JAG recruiting program. She is admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Supreme Court of Indiana and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces. Prior to receiving her commission, she held various law related positions with the EPA and 
other government agencies. She was commissioned in 1987. In 1988, she graduated from the Naval Justice 
School and then served in the Naval Legal Service Office Pearl Harbor, Hawaii as special assistant U.S. States 
Attorney, trial counsel and legal assistance attorney. Career assignments have taken her to naval posts in 
Washington, D.C., Tennessee, Rhode Island, Illinois, and Virginia and her responsibilities and expertise in the 
environmental and legal arenas have multiplied exponentially as her career advanced with the U.S. Navy. 

Margaret McEneny Beardsell
Class of 1928
It was a different way of life when Margaret attended Depew schools in the 1920s. Her graduating class 
consisted of four girls and four boys. Yet she defied the times for what was considered typical for women 
and education. She used her keen academic abilities to graduate with the highest average from high school 
and earn a scholarship to State Teacher’s College (now Buffalo State College). During high school she held 
leadership positions as sophomore class secretary, junior class vice president and senior class treasurer. 
Margaret, who went by the nickname Marnie, was awarded the Lancaster-Depew Rotary Club medal for the 
highest scholastic average in both junior and senior high school. She was inducted into the National Honor 
Society, just four years after it was first established in 1923. Back in the day, very few female high school 
graduates continued on to college. But Marnie did and graduated in 1932 with a bachelor of science degree 
in education. She was one of the first to earn a four-year degree from State Teacher’s College. At the time, 
most earned a three-year degree. She began teaching in 1932 at North Junior High School on Lincoln Street 
in Depew. She continued there until 1945 when her first daughter was born. She also began the choir at 
what is now Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish. She was the mother of six daughters, all of whom 
have been employed in the field of education for a combined total of 160 years. Sadly, Marnie passed away 
when her daughters were very young, never knowing how the example she set had influenced them. 

Barry Nelson Covert
Class of 1982
Barry has shared his legal expertise through various speaking engagements, as an adjunct professor, a 
lecturer and instructor and as a legal analyst for several news organizations. In high school he was on the 
tennis team and had an interest in photography. After graduating from Depew High School, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree from SUNY Fredonia in 1986 and a juris doctorate from University at Buffalo in 1989. An 
attorney with Lipsitz Green Scime Cambria since 1990 and now a senior partner, he focuses on criminal 
defense trials and appeals, scientific research and misconduct, appeals, DWI, traffic violations, white collar 
crime and professional licensing defense. His name appears on several best-of-the-best legal lists: named 
to the Best Lawyers in America for Criminal Defense by Land Use & Zoning, named as one of the Top 50 by 
New York Super Lawyers publication, and named as one of the Legal Elite of WNY and Who’s Who in Law 
for Criminal Defense by Business First/Buffalo Law Journals. Local and national media regularly turn to Barry 
for analysis on various legal topics in the headlines. He has been an adjunct professor at the University at 
Buffalo Law School and is an instructor for the NYS Office of Court Administration, Judicial Magistrate’s 
Training program lecturing in criminal practice and procedure, evidence, pretrial motions and jury and 
non-jury trials. He also volunteers with the Hospice Harvest Festival committee and is a member of the Erie 
County Community Corrections Advisory Board.

Scholar



Decade

Robert W. Sharpe
Class of 1952
Bob represents several generations of Depew Wildcats – as a son, father and grandfather – he exemplifies 
loyalty to community, hard work and family ties. Born and raised in the village of Depew, he was active in 
high school as vice president of his freshman class, president of his junior class, a member of the yearbook 
staff and a four-year athlete in three sports: football, basketball and baseball. With a humble beginning as 
a 10-year old bat boy and ball boy for the baseball and football teams in town, he ended his high school 
athletic career considered one of the best athletes to play sports in the state. Service to his country called 
and he joined the New York Air National Guard in 1952. He served active duty with the U.S. Air Force from 
1960-1961, attaining the rank of technical sergeant. He continued to serve in the Air National Guard while 
he began his career at Dresser Industries. Starting as a laborer, he continued to learn and advance on the 
job to the positions of foreman and supervisor. He was chosen for a Dresser management development 
program through Cornell University. When Dresser closed, he went on to work at Harmac Industries and 
Buffalo Metal Casting Co. Today he is vice commander of the Depew American Legion Post 1528, a member 
of the Depew/Cheektowaga Amvets Post 14, a member of the Depew Joint Veterans Committee, a member 
of the Lancaster Elks Lodge 1478, chairman of the Lancaster Elks Lodge 1478 Veteran’s Day committee and 
various other committees. In 2013 he was named Elk of the Year. 

Martin Connelly
Class of 1955
Martin Connelly spent the majority of his lifetime working with children of all ages in Depew as a teacher 
and coach, but it was at home that he served as the strongest role model for his four daughters. His 
daughters, Colleen, Diane, Suzanne and Kelly, attribute their success in life to their parents, Marty and 
Estelle (Class of 1954). At Depew High School, Marty was a class officer all four years. As a sophomore, he 
was named Boy of the Year by the Depew Boys Club and received an all expenses paid trip to Washington 
D.C. In high school athletics, he lettered in football, basketball, baseball and track and field. He was named 
to First Team ECIC All Star teams for football and basketball. He still holds the school record for catching 
an 85-yard touchdown pass. But it was his dedication to teaching and coaching that earned him both 
recognition and respect. He holds a bachelor’s degree in education from SUNY Cortland and master’s 
degrees from University at Buffalo and Canisius College. He taught and coached for a few years at St. Mary’s 
High School in Lancaster before coming to Depew Schools. For the next 32 years, he taught eighth-grade 
and high school at Depew. He pioneered the Intra-School Teaching Program and the first Drug Awareness 
Program in Depew. He was vice president of the Depew Teachers Organization, a building council president, 
member of the Drug Abuse Program and unit director of the Depew Boys Club. In 1989 he was named 
Educator of the Year. He coached JV football for 18 years, JV baseball for three years and girls track and 
field for three years. In 1980 he was awarded JV Coach of the Year. He retired from teaching in 1996 but his 
passion and devotion to Depew and its children will always be remembered.

Ronald Gorski
Class of 1961
A “clever, speedy guard with fast reaction” was how Ron was referred to in print articles about his 
performance on the All WNY football team in 1960. Though he weighed only 165 pounds at the time, he 
was the starting offensive guard and a nose tackle during his high school career. He was also on the tennis 
team and earned first place on the automotive troubleshooting team. He raised his family in Depew and 
the familiar phrase about apples not falling far from the tree bears repeating here as both of his children, 
Melissa Ann (posthumously) and Anthony, are also honored in this year’s Wall of Fame. Known as a tough 
coach, he is loved and respected by those who were on his Depew/Lancaster Little League teams and his 
club hockey team for Depew High School. A longtime member of Our Lady of Blessed Sacrament Church, 
now known as St. Martha’s, Ron was a member of the Holy Name Society for many years, assisted with 
floats for the St. Patrick’s Day parade, and ran basketball and hockey shooting booths at the church’s annual 
lawn fete. Ron worked as a union glazier and for the Depew Recreation Department. During summers, he 
was a familiar figure getting softball and baseball fields in town ready for play. During winter, he worked at 
the Depew Ice Rink. A proud grandfather to Lindsay, Joshua and Angela Wiechelt, all DHS grads – being a 
Wildcat is a three-generation Gorski family affair.



James Brown
Class of 1965
While at Depew High School, James was a four-year member of the football team playing quarterback for 
coach Frank Constantino. He was also a member of the wrestling team coached by Ralph Folino. In 1969 he 
earned a bachelor of arts degree from the University at Buffalo and a juris doctorate, cum laude, in 1972 
from the University at Buffalo Law School. While attending college he worked full-time at J.W. Clements and 
Bethlehem Steel. In 1973 he started his own law firm, Brown Chiari. He has been engaged in private practice 
of personal injury law ever since. He is a member of the American Trial Lawyers Association and New York 
State Trial Lawyers Association, and a former National Board Representative to the American Board of 
Trial Advocates. He is a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates, an organization that recognizes 
the skill, integrity and experience in the special art of advocacy. He has litigated hundreds of cases against 
major corporate defendants. He has continuously tried personal injury cases for 39 years throughout 
Western New York, including state and federal court and has recovered million dollar verdicts across the 
field of personal injury law. He received an AV® Peer Review Rating from Martindale-Hubbell, pre-eminent 
level of professional excellence. The AV signifies the highest possible rating in legal ability and ethics. His 
firm sponsors numerous community activities, including the Lancaster-Depew baseball training facility in 
Westwood Park. He coached youth baseball and soccer for several years when his children were young. In 
his free time, he is an avid golfer.

Melissa Gorski Wiechelt
Class of 1981
Melissa, or Missy as she was known, was an all-star athlete in high school and a familiar face at the Depew 
Recreation Department. During high school, she played tennis, volleyball, basketball, softball and ran track. 
She was also the statistician for the varsity football team for three years. During winter months, she worked 
for the recreation department collecting fees and as a rink guard during public skating. She received her 
lifeguard certification and worked at the public pool as a lifeguard and swim instructor. After high school, 
Missy became a nurse. She received her bachelor’s degree in nursing in 1985 and her master’s degree in 
nursing in 1988, both from D’Youville College. She also played women’s volleyball at D’Youville for two 
years. With a degree in hand, she worked at UPS, Visiting Nursing Association, Buffalo General Hospital and 
Mary Agnes Manor Nursing Home. All three of her children graduated from Depew High School; Lindsay in 
2009; Joshua in 2011 and Angela in 2013. In 1997, shortly after Angela was born, Missy was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer. She bravely underwent numerous surgeries, many rounds of chemotherapy and traveled to 
Rochester, New York City and Cleveland Clinic to find the best possible care. In the nine years she battled 
the disease, she made sure to live life to its fullest and enjoy her family and friends. As her health failed, she 
did her best to prepare her children for the reality of life without her. Sadly, she lost her battle on Sept. 25, 
2005, days before her 42nd birthday.

Peggy M. Wojnowski (Goble)
Class of 1982
An honor student at Depew High School, Peggy was also involved with the DECA club which may have 
sparked her inclination toward a retail marketing career. She used extra credits to graduate high school 
early. She enrolled in the marketing program at Canisius College and through that program, extended her 
studies to fashion merchandising at the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City. After graduating 
magna cum laude with a bachelor’s in marketing from Canisius in 1985, she began her professional career 
in women’s apparel at J.C. Penney. For almost 18 years, she was responsible for all aspects of buying and 
selling up to $8 million in women’s apparel for the department store. As a Sr. Merchandise Manager, the 
scope of her position also included personnel aspects of staffing and appraisals, physical aspects of floor 
layout as well as the business side of inventory control, markdowns and profit margins. She was recruited 
to Pottery Barn Kids (PBK) in 2003 to open the company’s first store in the Buffalo area. Four years later she 
was promoted to District Manager at the PBK Lancaster location. In her current role as Sr. District Manager, 
she oversees a $30 million international district of stores in Canada and New York state. She was part of a 
team that extended the reach of PBK internationally when she helped open a location in Kuwait. In 2009 
she won the People First award from PBK. In her spare time, she volunteers as a Big Sister with the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters organization. She and her husband, Ken, who is a 1981 graduate, have two boys, Ken 
and Joe.

Decade



Virginia Beardsell
Class of 1969
Thoughtful, giving and caring describe Ginny and emphasizes how she has supported the community and 
her friends over many years. She is a behind-the-scenes person who does what needs to be done without 
recognition or fanfare. The countless anonymous things she has done for people through the years, whether 
it’s making a donation or dropping off a meal, demonstrates her concern for the well-being of others. While in 
high school she was active in cheerleading, honor society, student senate, pep club, band, Latin club, and the 
Sentinel yearbook. She earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary and special education from SUNY Geneseo in 
1973. She went to work teaching first, second and third grades at Alden Central Schools. In 1976 she earned a 
master’s in education from the University at Buffalo and later earned reading certification in 1988. In 1977 she 
began what would become a dedicated teaching career at Depew, putting her in regular and special education 
classrooms for first, second and third grade. Ginny retired from the district in 2005 and remains very active with 
a myriad of service and community agencies. She is an advisory board member for the Depew-Lancaster Boys 
& Girls Club, having served on the board and committees. She has volunteered for more than 30 years at the 
Lancaster Opera House. She is a eucharistic minister at Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish and heavily 
involved on many parish committees. She volunteers for Hospice of Buffalo events. She is a founding member of 
the Lancaster Striders; helping out at the July 4th races and Turkey Trot. Ginny has touched many lives through 
her teaching and volunteer work and  embodies the qualities we hope today’s students will emulate.

Daniel L. Zwolinski
Class of 1954
From kindergarten to grade twelve, Daniel attended classes in one school building – Terrace. During his high 
school years in the 1950s, he was a four-year varsity baseball player, a three-year varsity basketball player, class 
president in his freshman, sophomore and senior years and valedictorian of his class earning highest honors 
in math, science and social studies. He earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education in 1958 and came 
right back to Depew Schools as a math teacher for seventh and eighth grade. While working, he continued post 
graduate work to earn a master of science degree in education. Despite the busy life of a teacher, he has been 
able to give back to the school district and his community through numerous activities. He was part of a team 
teaching experiment at the new middle school for two years, and he coached volleyball, baseball and basketball, 
earning a sectional title in 1967. He was one of the founders of the Depew Teachers Organization in 1962, served 
as its treasurer until 1972 and was awarded a lifetime membership by the DTO. He organized and served as 
advisor to the Key Club at Depew High School. He was the public address announcer for Depew football games. 
He was hired by NYSUT and became a labor relations specialist, assigned to 12 local districts as the agent for 
negotiations, contract enforcement, educational workshop and leadership training. Most recently, he supports 
the Depew Lancaster Boys & Girls Club and was a substantial donor for a local family’s home addition for their 
daughters. He was a founding sponsor of the Flight 93 National Memorial. He and his wife, Joanne, are parents of 
three children, all graduates of Depew High School.

Community Service

U.S. Army Spec. Corey G. Moe
Class of 1989
While he was still in high school, Corey, an excellent hockey player, was approached by an NHL farm team. 
He declined their offer, in favor of completing his high school education. He had an aptitude for both 
athletics and academics. He played soccer and those who knew him recall his fun loving spirit of always 
managing to find the mud puddles on the field. He attended Depew public schools from kindergarten 
through senior year. He helped construct the first wooden playground at Cayuga Heights Elementary School. 
He graduated from Geneseo College, where he met his wife. In 1998 he joined the U.S. Army and scored 
so high on the entrance exams that he was placed in charge of his fellow recruits when they left for basic 
training. Stationed at Fort Bliss in Texas, he served overseas in Desert Storm/Desert Shield. Corey was a 
member of the Scud missile crew and one of few that was in charge of his units’ weapons and ammunition 
on base. He had been accepted to officer candidate school. Tragically, he was killed in a military accident 
stateside while part of a convoy enroute to participate in maneuvers offbase. He left behind his wife and 
two young children, his parents and several siblings. He received full military honors and his family was very 
moved when so many Depew staff and former classmates attended his wake 11 years after his graduation. 

Decade



Dr. Elizabeth Cappella
Class of 1963
Literacy is a magic word for Dr. Elizabeth “Betty” Cappella. As co-director and senior researcher of Project 
FLIGHT, she has proven that putting a book into the hands of every child, teaching a child to read at grade level 
and building a strong family literacy environment, is an entrée out of poverty. Her work with Project FLIGHT 
over the last quarter century has impacted children and families on a local, national and international level. 
She has partnered with Doctors Without Borders and the Peace Corps on literacy initiatives. Over the past 15 
years, Project FLIGHT has secured $45 million in grant funding and in-kind contributions for program initiatives 
which have developed and opened schools all over the world, established programs that collect and distribute 
books such as Books for Kids, BookNooks, Wise Elder Book and the Libraries programs and developed 
educational literacy programs. She has started schools in Cameroon, France, China, Mexico, Micronesia, 
Rwanda, Kenya and with Nelson Mandela, Mesiphumelele, South Africa as well as others. Dr. Cappella has 
served the State University College at Buffalo in many capacities since coming to the college in 1985. In 1998 
she was appointed Distinguished Service Professor. Applying her scholarly and research interests to major 
issues of public concern and consequential social problems, Dr. Cappella consistently inspires her students in 
efforts to improve societal welfare and promote social justice. Dr. Cappella’s educational preparation includes 
a doctorate from the University of Buffalo, and postdoctoral work at Harvard University. Her accomplishments 
academically, professionally and philanthropically are too numerous to list here and are far-reaching in breadth 
and depth. Dr. Cappella and her pioneering work with Project FLIGHT have been recognized repeatedly by 
local, state and federal elected leaders. Her work has made dreams come true for people who didn’t think they 
had any dreams left.

Bernie DiPizio
Class of 1958
Bernie knows that hard work pays off. In the summers between his freshman and junior years of high school, 
he worked as a laborer for his uncle’s construction company. It was during those summer jobs where he 
learned everything from bidding a project to operating heavy equipment. When it came time to head back 
to school in September, he excelled on the football field as a lineman and on the basketball courts. He played 
those two sports all four years in high school. As a senior, he received the All-American high school award for 
football. After graduation he went right to work, much like many of his teammates at the time. He began with 
his uncle’s company, Draicchio and Cardori Construction, as an operating engineer. In 1963 he married Dorothy 
Sabio. They have three sons and two daughters, all graduates of Depew High School. In 1977 Bernie began 
DiPizio Construction Company and has completed various multi-million dollar heavy highway construction 
projects including Transit Road and runways at Buffalo Niagara International Airport. Bernie is generous with 
his time and talents, donating materials, machinery, manpower and funds to support past enhancements at 
Depew’s athletic complex. A loyal alumnus, he has supported past fundraising events, such as the pasta dinner, 
offered by the Depew Wildcat Alumni Association. This respect and loyalty for his alma mater shows why he is 
“Once a Wildcat, Always a Wildcat.”

John M. Fragale
Class of 1965
John has given back to the Depew community through service as a Depew board of education trustee for six 
years and then as a Depew village board member and acting mayor for seven years. He is an active volunteer 
in his church, St. John’s Lutheran, serving as a past elder, councilman, trustee and usher. After high school, 
he attended Buffalo State College, Millard Fillmore College and Wharton School of Business. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force from 1967-1971 and worked as an electronics repairman. He has an entrepreneurial spirit and 
worked for several years as a New York Life Sales representative, earning Star Club status for top sales. In 1976 
he established Home Insulation & Supply, Inc. in Lancaster. He is a member of the Free & Accepted Masons, 
the Millenium Lodge 1179, Fraternal Order of Eagles #2692, Erie County Agricultural Society and is a board 
member and past president of the National Insulation Contractors Association. He and his wife, Catherine, 
have three adult children: Kimberly (Scott) Castiglione, Kendra (Dan) Herbold and John R. (Andrea) Fragale. His 
two daughters, as well as his wife, work in the field of education.

Community Service



Barbette Kokeny-DeMarco
Class of 1976
A teacher you will never forget … that’s how Barbette has been described by her former students. As a sixth-
grade teacher in her 29th year in the district, she has influenced and motivated many students. As fate would 
have it, it was one of her students who inspired Barbette along a path of service to others. The student urged 
Barbette to have her dog tested to become a licensed therapy dog. Barbette never intended to be a therapy dog 
handler, much less a dog owner. Sasha, the German Shepherd, came into the DeMarco household four years 
ago at the request of Barbette’s daughter. For the past three years, Sasha has been a member of Therapy Dogs 
International. As a licensed therapy dog, she is permitted in most public places. Through visits to local group 
homes and nursing facilities, Sasha is able to do her “job” which is making people happy and reducing their 
anxiety. Sasha has been to countless other facilities at the request of friends and family. These visits also have a 
profound effect on Barbette, bringing her joy that she can help people set aside their troubles, even for a short 
time. Since earning her college degrees at Erie Community College and Buffalo State College, and earning her 
certifications in cooperative work study programs and elementary education, she considers herself a lifelong 
learner. She loves traveling and reading and has been a member of the Ladies Literacy League book club for 
many years. Former student Kurt Ciamaga, who nominated Barbette, sums it up well: “It takes a loving and 
caring person to raise a therapy dog. When Mrs. DeMarco and Sasha volunteer … it lifts people’s spirits up. This 
helps people get better. This shows Mrs. DeMarco is a very kind and considerate person.”

Donald G. Smith, Jr.
Class of 1979
Named “most talented” in high school, Donald has used his talents in service to his country and community. 
An athlete in high school, he was on the baseball, volleyball and swim teams. A talented musician, he played 
trumpet in concert and marching band. He was football team statistician and wrote football articles for the 
local newspaper. As he stepped into adulthood, he also stepped onto a path of putting others before himself. 
He enlisted in the U.S. Navy where he served six years as a 1st Petty Officer and supervisor of the engine room 
on two submarines, USS Ray and the USS Daniel Boone. He served two years in the U.S. Naval Reserves and 
then joined the U.S. Coast Guard. He was part of Operation Desert Shield/Storm in 1990. For most people, 
two services would have been plenty, but not for Don. He joined the U.S. Air Force Reserves in 1997, retiring 
in 2005. But he couldn’t end his passion for the military. As a volunteer for the U.S. Submarine Veterans at the 
Buffalo Naval Park, he has helped restore the USS Croaker and leads tours when asked. He masterminded the 
restoration of the USS Boston sail; welding, painting and obtaining sponsorship dollars to fund the project. He 
has volunteered for the Buffalo Museum of Science, St. Phillips confirmation classes, JFK High School sports 
club, scholarship committee and PTO. As a volunteer, he has helped coach the JFK baseball, softball and tennis 
teams. He did not take the traditional college route after the military. Instead, he earned various degrees in 
electronic, nuclear power and mechanical engineering technology. He works as an international code service 
specialist for Hartford Steam Boiler of Connecticut Global Standards. He and his wife, Joy, have three children, 
Zachary, Danielle and Courtney.

U.S. Army Col. Jeffrey J. Goble
Class of 1981
Service to his country and education are a staple in the career of Col. Jeffrey J. Goble. After graduating from 
Depew High School, where he was active in wrestling, golf and DECA, he acted on his interest in the military 
by joining the U.S. Army ROTC program at SUNY Fredonia. He joined the Army reserves to help pay for college. 
He was commissioned a second lieutenant in 1983 and entered active duty in the Field Artillery in 1985 before 
transferring to Special Forces and joining the 10th Special Forces Group (Airborne) in 1989. In two different 
tours of duty, he held various staff and command positions in Southwest Asia in 1991, Turkey in 1996, Bosnia-
Herzegovina in 1997 and Bosnia in 1998. In his most recent deployment, he was the Deputy Commander of 
International Security Assistance Forces Special Operations Command in Afghanistan from April 2010 to May 
2011. His education is extensive, including a master’s degree in international relations from Troy State University 
and two masters of military arts and science from the advanced military studies program and senior service 
college fellowship of the U.S. Army School of Advanced Military Studies. His many awards and decorations include 
the Bronze Star Medal, Defense and Army Meritorious Service Medals and the Humanitarian Service Medal. 
Goble currently is vice president of Joint Special Operations University (JSOU) located at MacDill AFB in Florida. 
JSOU is the joint educational element of the U.S. Special Operations Command supporting the joint professional 
development of Special Operations Forces personnel at strategic and operational levels. Married to his high 
school sweetheart, the former Linda Gembalski, the couple has three daughters, Caitlyn, Beth and Caroline.

Community Service



Michael Barker
Class of 1989
Michael credits the success he has experienced in his career to the skills and enriching  
experiences he was afforded while attending Depew schools. A strong circle of friendships, mentors and 
teachers during high school was the foundation for his dedication today to alumni efforts. As a student 
at Depew High School, Michael was the class president several times during elementary, middle and high 
school. In his senior year, he was the student senate president. On the athletic fields, he played baseball and 
was the varsity football captain, earning a division all-star honor. He earned bachelor’s degree in  
business administration in management from Medaille College in 1995. His job experience spans 24 years in 
the pharmaceutical industry. As a senior district business manager for AstraZeneca, Inc., he oversees sales 
operations in Cincinnati, Buffalo, upstate NY and Rochester. He is the recipient of numerous professional 
awards. To honor his alma mater, he started the Depew Wildcat Athletic Alumni golf outing in 2000 to raise 
funds for the Frank C. Constantino annual scholarship award. He was instrumental in gaining financial  
support for enhancements at the sports complex. He is president of the newly formed Depew Wildcat 
Alumni Association. He also supports these community agencies as a volunteer: Kids Escaping Drugs KEDS, 
Depew Lancaster Boys and Girls Club, Ronald McDonald House, Wounded Warriors Project, Response to 
Love Community Center, USO projects and initiatives, Pajama and Sock collections, packing meals for the 
stop HUNGER NOW initiatives. He and his wife, Theresa, have three children, Alexandra, 16; Joshua, 14; and 
Caroline, 12.

The Arts

Community Service

James M. Marone
Class of 1985
When Jim picked up an electric bass in his junior year to play in the district’s first jazz ensemble, that  
serendipitous act propelled him toward a career as a professional string bass musician and high school 
orchestra educator. Jim, a talented musician on clarinet and piano, had the ambition and talent to master 
several instruments in high school. He majored in string education at SUNY Fredonia where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 1989. He earned a master of music education degree in 1992 from Florida State 
University. He is the orchestra teacher for Sweet Home Central Schools where he has taught music lessons 
and conducted the jazz ensemble and orchestra for more than 17 years. He also taught for Olean, Lancaster 
and Fredonia schools. In the close-knit community of local musicians and performers, it is significant that he 
was nominated by two of his high school music teachers, Diane Sullivan and George Kroetsch. After putting 
in a full days’ work at Sweet Home, Jim gives private string bass lessons at night. Former students of his 
have gone on to study music at Fredonia, Eastman, Northwestern and Yale. Just as his music teachers have 
taken an interest in his career, he has traveled up and down the eastern coast to be at recitals of his former 
students. He has performed as a section bass with the WNY Chamber Orchestra, Fredonia Chamber Players, 
Genesee Symphony Orchestra, Clarence Summer Orchestra, Southern Tier Symphony Orchestra, Erie (PA) 
Philharmonic, Buffalo Philharmonic and Orchard Park Symphony. He is often called to perform as a sub in 
the Buffalo Swing Orchestra and other local jazz groups. In 2010 he was selected to rehearse and direct the 
Erie County Music Educators Association Junior High South Orchestra. In 2013 he was a guest presenter at  
 the ECMEA conference day. Jim is an example of what can be accomplished through hard work and  
 dedication.



This Wordle collage was created using the top 75 words used in this booklet to 
describe the 2014 cohort of Alumni inductees



In Appreciation
Selecting the recipients of the annual Wall of Fame award is a team effort and the  

Depew Union Free School District and the Alumni Committee  

are to be thanked for their efforts.  

We also thank the high school students who escorted each honoree.

Congratulations to all honorees! 


